
Samples were immediately immersed in 4% buffered formaldehyde and stored until further processing. For 

preparation of paraffin embedding, samples were dehydrated using increasing concentrations of ethanol 

(70%-100%) followed by immersion in xylol. After embedding in paraffin sections of 2-3µm were cut and 

placed on standard microscope slides. For preparation of subsequent staining, sections were dried, 

deparaffinized with xylol and rehydrated using decreasing concentrations of ethanol (100% - water). 

Sections were stained with Hemalaun for 10 minutes followed by eosin for 30 seconds. Finally, sections 

were dehydrated using ethanol in increasing concentrations (70%-100%), immersed in xylol and slides were 

mounted with Histofluid  

 

      li = left hip; re = right hip; t = Harpagophytum-treated; k = Control rabbit 

 

Cell count and area measurements on HE stainings by means of ImageJ, NIH, USA; 1.30v; URL: 

http://rsb.info.nih.gov/ij/ 

Used Macro: 
run("Select All"); 

run("Properties...", "unit=' ' pixels/unit=157"); 
run("8-bit"); 

run("Threshold..."); 

setThreshold(74, 188); 

run("Analyze Particles...", "minimum=1 maximum=999999999999999999999 bins=256 show=Nothing display clear 

summarize"); 

run("Threshold..."); 

setThreshold(9, 82); 

run("Analyze Particles...", "minimum=1 maximum=50 bins=256 show=Nothing display clear"); 
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