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Perioperative Chemotherapy (FLOT) Compared To Neoadjuvant 
Chemoradiation (CROSS) in Patients With Adenocarcinoma of the 
Esophagus 



Rationale and Evidence CROSS 

CRT (n=175) vs Surgery alone (n=184) 

SCC n=84 / AC n=275 

 

Pulmonary Morbidity: 46 % vs 44 % 

Hospital Mortality 4 % vs  4%  

 

Subgroup  AC: 

5-J ÜL SCC: 44% vs  34% 

adjusted HR 0.741; p=0.07 
naCRT: 41,4Gy + Carboplatin/Paclitaxel 



Rationale and Evidence MAGIC 

CTX (n=250) vs Surgery alone (n=253) 

Esophagus/GEJ 26% / Stomach 74% 

Postoperative Morbidity: 46 % vs 45 % 

30-day Mortality 5,6 % vs  5,9 % 

5-J ÜL: 36% vs. 23% 

periCTX: Epirubricin/Cisplatin/5-FU 



Rationale and Evidence ACCORD 

periCTX (n=113) vs Surgery alone (n=111) 

Esophagus/GEJ 75% / Stomach 25% 

periCTX: Cisplatin/5-FU 

Postoperative Morbidity: 26 % vs 19 % 

Postoperative Mortality 4,6 % vs  4,5 % 

5-J ÜL: 38% vs. 24% 



Rationale and Evidence FLOT 

Esophagus/GEJ n=23 Stomach n=23 
FLOT (4x) ς Surgery ς FLOT (4x) 
 

Total/subtotal (1a/1b) regression  
after neoadjuvant FLOT: 39%  

2y-Survival 73% 



Rationale and Evidence 

Á benefit for overall survival for neoRCTX and periCTX in RCT 

Á CROSS, MAGIC, ACCORD: no increase of morbidity and mortality  

Á PeriCTX RCT only in mixed collectives of EAC and GC 

Á More benefits of periCTX by EAC/GEJ-tumor (?) 

Á FLOT is popular in Germany without RCT data 

Á In US and Netherland CROSS considered and used as best evidence for EAC since 

2013. Increasingly also in Germany.  



Study Design 

Adenocarcinoma of the esophagus / GEJ 

Prospective RCT / Phase III 

Multicenter (18 sites) 

438 randomized patients 

Primary endpoint: Overall survival 

Secondary endpoints:   

Å PFS / RFS 

Å postoperative M&M 

Å Quality of life 



Participating Centers 

Site No. City Initiation date 

01 Freiburg 19.01.16 

02 Magdeburg 15.04.16 

03 Würzburg 10.05.16 

04 Münster 01.07.16 

05 Aachen 13.07.16 

06 Leipzig 24.05.16 

07 Lübeck 21.02.17 

08 Mainz 07.04.16 

09 Kiel 13.05.16 

10 München 06.04.16 

11 Hamburg 24.05.16 

12 Düsseldorf 31.08.16 

13 Dresden 28.06.16 

14 Offenbach 19.05.16 

15 Berlin 15.07.16 

16 Göttingen 10.08.16 



Participating Centers 

Site No. City Initiation date 

17 Stuttgart 16.05.17 

18 Frankfurt 16.05.17 

20 Trier 22.06.17 

21 Minden 28.03.17 

22 Köln 06.06.17 

23 Berlin CBF 07.06.17 

24 Dortmund 07.06.17 

25 Homburg approval process 

26 Erlangen 10.07.17 

27 Stuttgart RBK 03.08.17 

28 Neuruppin approval process 

29 Regensburg approval process 



Patient recruitment (07.09.2017) 

Recruitment target: 

Å 3-4 patients every week-> GOAL: 438 randomized patients 

Å 20% Screenfailure -> 550 patients will be screened 
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Patient recruitment (07.09.2017) 
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ESOPEC: Anzahl randomisierter Patienten pro Zentrum (Stand: 07.09.2017) 




